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Intent
Solihull Academy is committed to providing a curriculum that is broad, balanced, challenging and individualised. We match our curriculum to the abilities, interests and aspirations of our students, to give every child the opportunity to strive for progress beyond baseline in order to compete in the real world. We are an Alternative Provision school that aims to help our pupils gain ground, regain what may have been lost in their previous experiences of education, and progress as far as they can (and even further than they might think possible) academically, socially, emotionally and morally.  We therefore value the contribution that practical and vocational learning brings to a child’s development alongside more “traditional” subjects. Our goal is that every child who leaves Solihull Academy has:
Avoided Permanent Exclusion
Reduced or eliminated their Fixed-Term Exclusions
Surpassed their Baseline (and/or Key Stage 2) targets (Academically and otherwise) 
and, most importantly, 
Progressed to a positive destination (suitable course, training scheme, apprenticeship or job) so they are not NEET.  
Our curriculum has the breadth, depth and flexibility to ensure each student has the qualifications, skills, knowledge and character to access aspirational Post-16 opportunities and to lead a life that includes positive relationships, resilience and financial independence.
Implementation
In order to fulfil these ideals, our three-year “through-curriculum” model requires pupils to engage with a wide range of subjects in Year 9 (depending on point of entry) and then provides a more individualised approach through our bespoke option packages in Years 10 to 11. 
These include:
ENGLISH
MATHS
SCIENCE
CORE PE
HUMANITIES
PSHE
1 internal OPTION (see below)
MVP/SKILLS
 Years 10 to 11
Core Subjects: 
Given our students’ varying needs and backgrounds, 	we provide access to a varied number of core qualifications in order help pupils meet and exceed their baseline targets and progress into Post-16 opportunities. These are matched to need, Post-16 aspiration/requirements and ability.  We also use early entry (for English IGCSE and Step-up to English as well as IGCSE Maths and Entry-Level Mathematics) in order to provide appropriate pupils with an experience of a full exam (and a possible stepping stone for further qualifications) whilst supporting their mental health by potentially eliminating one or two major exam subject set prior to the Year 11 Summer Terminal Examination season.
Our Core qualifications include: 
SCIENCE:  Double Science, Physics or Biology, Btec Applied Science (Level1-2)
ENGLISH:  Step-up to English, Single English Language exam (Edexcel 4EB1), English Literature GCSE (AQA), English Language IGCSE CIE
MATHS: GCSE Mathematics, Entry Level Maths – Edexcel (New specification first teaching sept 2019; Co-teachable with 9-1)
Options:
The options process currently takes place in Year 9 at Solihull Academy, allowing pupils nearly three years of study on their chosen examined courses. This decision is in keeping with our principles, as we believe the three-year examination course gives our teachers scope to embed relationships, depth and love of learning whilst covering the content required for terminal assessment.
Through the options process we aim to provide a bespoke curriculum. For us, this means giving our pupils as much choice and flexibility as possible, whilst ensuring they follow examination courses that lead to positive outcomes and give them access to Post-16 opportunities at the correct level.  Pupils are allocated an individualised timetable according to their aspirations and are asked to choose up to three Options subjects available on that route. In-school options include: Media, Btec Sport, Health and Social Care and Art.  Internal/External Options Include History, Geography, Work Experience, Right Traxx/NOCN Employability and additional Vocational Courses.  Our external Vocational options currently include Motor Vehicle (L1/2), Engineering (L1/2), Child Care (L1/2), Construction (L1/2), Hair and Beauty (L1/2), Animal Care (EL3)  and Business/Developing Enterprising Skills (L2C).  We allow a similar amount of curriculum time to Vocational Qualifications as individual GCSE courses to allow pupils the experience of exciting and relevant work-based projects alongside the assessed content. 
 
Impact
We are very proud of the outcomes our pupils achieve as the result of our innovative curriculum and outstanding teaching, and particularly of how few pupils will go on to be Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET).
In August 2020, our leavers achieved:
•         7x The National AP Average for pupils passing Maths and English at Level 4+
•         94%  of Year 11 Leavers achieved their first or second choice destination for Post-16 (28% higher than The National AP Average) 
•         6x The National AP Average for pupils passing English at Level 4+  
As of Autumn 2020 for our current year 11 pupils 

•	12%  already gained Level 4+ Pass in English and Maths (more than 2x national average for AP leavers)
 
•	38% already gained Level 4+ Pass in English/ (77% BEAT OR MET BASELINE/KS2 targets)

•	12% already gained Level 4+ Pass in Maths/ (29% BEAT OR MET BASELINE/KS2)

Additionally, 100% of pupils are following one or more Vocational courses to give them the experience of a practical approach to work-based learning whilst supporting their mental health amidst the wealth of courses that are assessed through terminal examination. Through our partnership with South and City Colleges 85% of Year 11 will have priority access to Level 2 or Level 3 Course interviews and 15% will have priority access to level 1 or 2 Course interviews.  
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